
Syllabus  

Enlightenment to Unification 
 

Join us as we survey the history of the German speaking peoples from the 
scientific revolution of the 17th century, through the Enlightenment of the 18th and 
up to the unification of Germany in 1871.  

 Meet the great German scientists, Leibniz and Kepler among others, whose 
discoveries and methodology helped lay the intellectual foundations of the 
Enlightenment. How and why the Ottoman Turks were driven back from the 
gates of Vienna in 1683. How the Austrian Hapsburgs filled the void in southeastern 
Europe upon the withdrawal of the Turks. How the House of Hohenzollern took 
the Duchy of Prussia from an isolated vassal state of the Polish king to a great 
European power. Learn why Frederick the Great earned the distinction as an 

“enlightened absolutist” ruler.  

 Discover how the lack of a male heir in the House of Hapsburg led to the 
pragmatic sanction of Maria Theresa as ruler of Austria.  Why the Kingdom of 
Prussia overtook the Hapsburgs in prestige and power across the European continent. 

What was the “radical enlightenment”? What differentiated Kant and Goethe from 
other Enlightenment thinkers and writers? Why did German artists and intellectuals 
turn to Romanticism after the French Revolution? What did the Brothers Grimm 
collect besides fairy tales? Let’s talk about Bach, Mozart and Beethoven as well 
as the many other German composers of note who wrote the musical scores for 
these epoch times.  

 We’ll discuss the emancipation of the serfs—most of our ancestors—and the 
Jews in the late 18th and 19th centuries, and what effect this would later have on 
urbanization, the industrial revolution as well as immigration to America. How the 
results of the Congress of Vienna in 1815 lead to the 1848 political revolutions. 
Why Marx and Engels predicted the socialist revolution would first break out 

in Germany and why it didn’t. 

 Why did Bismarck have to fight three wars to obtain German unification? 

Why was the new united Germany called the “Second Reich”?  What was the 
Kulturkampf? Finally, what did German Unification portend for the geo/political 
matrix of Europe, the United States and the rest of the world? 

 


